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he had desired, very much less enterprising and successful
would have been the policy of the papal fleet.
There can be no doubt but that German captiousness
prevented the accomplishment of the Pope's designs for the
protection of the Oriental Christians. Skanderbeg had but
a handful of huszars wherewith to oppose the Muslim In-
fidel And there was no encouragement for him; for the
apathy of Caesar and the Powers prevented him from fol-
lowing up his victories. The King of Naples was as a thorn
in the Pope's eye. He had hoped for better things of His
old patron who had brought Him to Italy; and He was
bitterly enraged by King Don Alonso's treachery in send-
ing the fleet, which, though constructed in the port of
Naples, had been paid for with papal gold, to carry on
a private quarrel with a Christian Power, the Republic
of Genoa, at the very moment when Christendom was in the
direst peril from the Infidel
The forbearance of the Lord Calixtus P.P. Ill ended
there, as far as Naples was concerned. Henceforward He
relentlessly opposed the policy of King Don Alonso, espe-
cially his scheme for an alliance with Milan by which he
hoped to make doubly sure the succession of the Bastard
Ferrando, whose legitimation had been recognised by two
preceding Pontiffs.
At the beginning of 1458, Gyorgy Podiebrad renounced
the Hussite heresy on his election to the throne of Bohemia.
King Gyorgy made no difficulty about swearing allegiance
to the Holy See; and he also promised to take the cross of
the Crusade. Considering that his dominions immediately
were menaced by the Infidel, his policy would appear to
.have been dictated by reasons of state rather than by
religious zeal
The Holiness of the Pope was consoled by this acces-
sion to the thinned ranks of His allies. He hoped that the
•example of King Gyorgy would be of good effect to the
.Bohemian heretics; for spiritual matters are not uninterest-

